January 6, 2021

BYSA Families,

Happy New Year! We hope that you enjoyed the holidays and that this message finds you and your family healthy.  Since the completion of the Fall season, we have been working to position BYSA to offer a travel Spring soccer program.  We have been in discussions with the Middlesex Youth Soccer League (MYSL) and other towns who participate in the league to understand what the return to a travel soccer program would look like.  

At this time, the modification to the game that were in place for the in-town Fall season have been removed, except for face covering and social distancing requirements .  Face coverings will be required at all times for all coaches, players and spectators. Since the season will not start until mid-April, it is too early to understand if there will be new requirements as a result of COVID-19.  Although positive cases have been on the rise since we ended our Fall season, we are hopeful that vaccines will have a positive impact on our fight against COVID-19.  We will continue to enforce safety protocols both on and off the pitch, as well as limit exposure to family members on the sidelines. Additionally, we will continue to protect any financial commitment you make to our program. Should events dictate that any part of the soccer season be eliminated, we will refund that portion of fees back to you. Our goal for this upcoming season is to safely transition back to the game that we all know and love.

Although we do not have all the details from MYSL at this time, registration for the U10 – U19 travel Spring 2021 season is now open.  You may register by accessing the BYSA website below https://www.sportsmanager.us/BurlingtonSoccer.htm.  Registration will close at midnight on January 31, 2021.  We are still working on the details for our U4 – U8 clinic program and will send out a separate communication with more specific details over the coming weeks. 

We have included a summary below that describes key aspects of the season.   If anything changes, we will communicate this information to you.  In order to meet league deadlines to allow for schedule creation, we need to submit preliminary team information in the coming weeks.  We understand that playing soccer this Spring season may not be the right decision for you and your children.   If this is the case, we respect this decision and look forward to seeing you in the Fall.  If your child would like to play, we encourage you to register as soon as possible.  

If you have additional questions regarding the season, please contact BYSA at info@bysa-admin.org.

Additionally, we are looking for volunteers.  Please see the attached coach application if you wish to volunteer as a coach for this season.  

We are looking forward to getting the season kicked off!

Thank you,


BYSA Board of Directors


BYSA SPRING SEASON 

· Timing – Practices will start late March/early April.  The first game for U10-U14 is Saturday, April 17th.  The first game for U16 & U19 will be Sunday, April 18th.
· Start of season dependent on fields being open
· 8 Game Season for U10-U14
· 7 Game Season for U16 & U19

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Age groups that may register – The Spring Travel program is open to the following age groups:
· U10 (Grades 3 & 4) – Players with birth dates on or after 1/1/2010
· U12 (Grades 5 & 6) – Players with birth dates on or after 1/1/2008
· U14 (Grades 7 & 8) – Players with birth dates on or after 1/1/2006
· U16 (Grades 9 & 10) – Players with birth dates on or after 1/1/2004
· U19 (Grades 11,12 and post grad) – Players with birth dates on or after 1/1/2000

· Practices –We expect to offer 1 coach practice and 1 practice run by professional coaches per week. (Pending field availability)
· Professional coaches– We are still working on the details but expect to have 3rd party professional coaches to support our U10-U14 teams with 1 practice per week. 

· Team Selection Process - 
· We are still working out details on how teams will be formed for the Spring season.  We may hold a formal tryout prior to the start of the season, but that will be dependent on weather and field availability among other factors.  We ask for your patience and understanding during these unprecedented times as we work through the best and fairest way to form teams for the Spring.

· Cost – The registration fee for the season is $130.  The discount for the third family member is $60 with a family maximum of $330.  
· A cancellation fee of $25 will be charged, after final rosters are set no refund is available.

· Uniforms – 
· A separate communication will come in the next few weeks with more specific details.

· Commissioners Cup & MTOC (Massachusetts Tournament of Champions) – TBD, waiting for further direction from MYSL and the MYSA (Massachusetts Youth Soccer Association)


