BREAKING NEWS!!!
The board members of Belchertown Soccer Club and Cold Spring Soccer Club are pleased to announce a merger, creating one of the largest youth soccer clubs in western Massachusetts.  
In a vote cast last month, both boards agreed to specific terms that would consolidate the clubs. The new club name, to be revealed this spring, will represent unity among players in Belchertown. 
Negotiations for the merger began in September when two board members started talking offline, reimagining what youth soccer could be like under a single umbrella. That energy spread quickly within the clubs’ leadership and it was agreed mutually that the concept of a merger was worth investigating. Discussions proceeded with the understanding that there would need to be “give and take” in order to achieve the ultimate goal of uniting the clubs.
“As a single club, we will be able to pool resources, improve professional development for coaches and create more equity in team rosters. But in the end, it came down to young soccer players just want to play on a team with their friends. Both boards knew it was our responsibility to improve the player experience and that remained our sole objective throughout the negotiations,” stated Tim Haley, President of Cold Spring Soccer Club. 
“Through this merger, Belchertown youth soccer players will have the opportunity to play under the same club, strengthening the fabric of the community. Both clubs have strong programs and valued coaches. By coming together, we can continue building a first-class soccer program in Belchertown,” added CJ Holt, President of Belchertown Soccer Club.
Belchertown Soccer Club and Cold Spring Soccer Club will remain separate clubs through the 2023 spring season and both clubs look forward to healthy competition continuing on the field.  The new entity is expected to supersede the existing clubs prior to the start of the fall season.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]For any questions regarding the merger, please direct inquiries to Jennifer Jacque (CSSC) or Kathryn Wakefield (BSC) at soccermerger@gmail.com.


