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Thanks for volunteering to coach for the Fall 2016 Soccer Season
Curriculum: use MA Youth Soccer as a guideline to help you tailor your practices and games http://www.mayouthsoccer.org/coaches/u8/
Concussion Training: Be sure to complete your online concussion course. If you notice a player get struck by the ball you should when in doubt sit him out and observe and follow up with the parents making them aware of the occurrence.
http://www.cdc.gov/concussion/HeadsUp/Training/index.html
Heading the ball: U8 and under players can no longer head a ball. We need to teach them alternatives
Goal Kicks: In U8 this season, the opposing team must stay at half field during a goal kick, this is a new rule for Fall 2016
Leveling Talent: In order to keep the games level in experience, we ask the coaches to discuss prior to the start if any players should be swapped for the game, in order to keep play at a balanced level.   Please use the extra jersey’s you have for the players to be able to switch.   
Don’t Run Up The score: We ask coaches to monitor the score in order to keep the score from being run up.   In order to keep the score level, please following these rules:
1. 3 Goal differential – Once the score is at a 3 goal differential, the team in the lead must pass 3 times after mid field before shooting on the goal.
2. 4 Goal differential – Once the score is at a 4 goal differential, the team with a deficit can add an additional players to the field (6 players on the field)
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]5 Goal differential – Games are not allowed to go beyond a differential of 5 goals.   
4. Off sides rule – Although off sides is not enforced in U8, coaches will instruct players not to position themselves by the opposing teams goal (otherwise known as “goal hanging”)
Playing time: Games should be played in quarters with coaches discussing the level of play, modifying their approach if the score is significantly higher for one team over another (significant is defined as more than 3 goals)
Field Clean-up: Coaches, please walk the field after your practices and games to be sure all trash is cleaned up. CYS does provide trash receptacles
Cancelling/reschedule games: you need to contact Rich Thomas and cc myself (eric.bernard@charter.net or text 508-614-0327) so I can follow up your on your request.
Referees: Coaches, players and parents need to be respectful to the refs at all times. Please be respectful at all times.  You may escalate any behavior you believe to be inappropriate to myself.
ZERO Tolerance: we need to stress the importance of this and the importance of showing good sportsmanship and working as a team.
Cori: New process for Adult Registration. Make Sure your CORI IS COMPLETED. 
Games: Games are every Saturday at the Bond Rd. Facility between 8:00 and 2:00, with no games on Columbus Day weekend.  We typically have play offs at the end of the season, details will come later in the season
Practice: Schedule 1 practice session per week with your team.   Contact Rich Thomas for the night and location.  We will NOT be practicing at Bond Rd. 
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