U6 In-Town Information and Guidelines 



for Parents and Coaches 
OVERVIEW OF THE UNDER 6 IN-TOWN PROGRAM 
The goal of the Under 6 experienced and inexperienced program is to introduce children to the sport of soccer.  The program exposes the children to basic foot skills and fair play. Most importantly, we will strive to maintain an atmosphere of fun and learning for the children!

General 
· The in-town U-6 is co-ed and divided into 2 groups – experienced (who have played more than 2 season in the inexperienced group) and inexperienced (who have played less than 2 seasons) 
· There are 2 seasons, Spring and Fall
· Number of teams is based on number of participants registered
Player Equipment: 
· Soccer shoes/cleats, shorts, socks (must be worn over shin pads)
· Team shirt (provided by league) 

· Shin pads (required)
· #3 soccer ball (required for practices) 

· Water bottle (recommended) 
· Mouth guards (optional)

· No JEWELRY for players – EXCEPTION – Stud earrings

Schedules: 
· The Spring Season usually begins in late April

· The Fall Season usually begins in early September (right after Labor Day) 

· Teams usually march in the Old Home Day Parade

· Once your child is assigned a team, your child’s coach will contact you a week or two before the start of the season 

· No score is kept

· Game schedules are given to the coaches for distribution to the team as well as available on the CYS Website

· Games can be canceled by the league due to inclement weather or poor field conditions - Coaches are notified at least two hours before game time 

Game/Practice Format 
· The majority of games are held on Saturdays, with an occasional mid-week game in the early evening
· Each game begins with a 20 minute practice followed by a 5-10 minute break and then a scrimmage with another team for the rest of the hour

· There are no practices scheduled

Rules/Guidelines: 
· Games 1-4: 4 players per team on the field at one time with no goalie

· Games 5-9: 5 players (4 + goalie) on the field at one time 

· One coach per team allowed to be on the field during the game
· At least one coach should have a whistle

· Coaches must not act as goalie or player while on the field

· Coaches should not restart ball themselves if out of play

· Attempt to keep the ball within reasonable bounds of play

· If ball goes out of bounds use goal kicks or thrown-ins (no corner kicks) to restart

· Substitutions should be made when play stops

· Rotate players to ensure equal playing time and rest regardless of gender or ability

· There are no penalties

· Play may be stopped for unsportsman like conduct (pushing, etc) to remind players of rules and proper behavior
· NO SLIDE TACKLING ALLOWED

Coaches/Referees: 
· There are no referees for this division

· Coaches are responsible for the conduct of team players, parents, and supporters

· Parents and supporters must be on opposite side of field as team and coaches

Injuries:
· Upon injury to any player, all players must be instructed to immediately sit down on the field - This will ensure that the injured player may be attended to without ‘chaos’ on the field

· Injuries to players requiring first aid above what the coach can supply must be reported to the division director for insurance purposes 

· First aid kits are supplied by the league
Good Sportsmanship: 
· There is no keeping score in the U6 division 

· Team players to line up to shake hands with opposing team at the end of each game
· No tolerance for pushing or other inappropriate behavior among players during games 

· Parents should support the coach, help maintain discipline and promote sportsmanship during practices and games

· As is the policy during MYSA soccer games, parents are to stand on the opposite side of the field during the game 

· If problems should arise that cannot be mutually resolved, they shall be brought to and resolved by the Executive Board 

· ***HAVE FUN – The in-town teams are still considered instructional - Laugh and keep a sense of humor
· ***PRAISE – Cheer for teammates and opponents for participation, regardless of skill
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