I’m sending this out to all town Presidents and town Reps. 
I have been receiving many emails from towns stating that games are being cancelled for low number of players. Some towns are denying it as this is not a valid reason.  So when the one town denies the game the coach calls the coach from the other team and asks them to request a cancellation through their town.  Really??!!   A team that can field a minimum number of players should not be asking to cancel and the towns should not be granting cancellations for this excuse.  We have some towns doing the correct thing and denying their teams the cancellation, now we need all towns to do this. Everyone has known since last November what the season schedule is and the dates we play. Memorial Day and Easter are the only weekends that we don’t schedule games unless a specific request comes in. 
So I must follow the MAYS bylaws, which were decided upon by all towns at the AGM meeting. I will deny a request unless they are following protocol and the request is due to a school or religious event. It also must be ligament.  Remember, if an appeal is made by a town (so that this team can get points to go up in the standings) and a cancellation was not for a school event or religious event the team requesting the cancellation in the first place will lose the appeal and their town will be fined.  Please note that school vacation does not count as a school event. 
I have never received so many requests and I am going to deny the ones for this coming weekend. If your team can’t come up with the minimum amount of players - forfeit the game so the referee will not show, and we can return the referee fee to the home team.  We have an 8 game season.  I do not support moving to a 6 game season just so that we don’t have to schedule games around school vacation.  I know when I was coaching my team play short handed a few times. Some games we won and some we lost. 
See below for the chart for the minimum amount of players needed to field a team.  This is posted on the MAYS website and has been voted upon at an AGM meeting.
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