DSA BOD Meeting Minutes – Feb. 27, 2018
Members in Attendance: Ron D’Amato, Michelle Currie, Jim St. Pierre, Laura Sirois, Timalie Fascione, Doug Jones, Matt Shank, John Lane, Mike Sancartier, David LeMasurier, Paul McIntosh, Rebecca Viviani, Doug Scanlon, Peter Berggren, Matt Buxton
Called to Order – 7:03 PM
Motion by Michelle Currie to approve Jan 2018 meeting minutes 2nd by John Lane. Unanimous
Motion by Matt Shank to approve Feb. 2018 Treasurer’s Report. Matt went over the month’s activity. 2nd by Timalie Fascione.
No VP report.
Mike Sancartier would like to make a motion for Dracut Scholarship Telethon for $300. 2nd by Paul M. Unanimous.
Nominating Committee did not meet but has one person interested in joining the board.
No Uniform Coordinator report.
Paul M – Travel Report – Girls u18 coach nomination – Bob Sheedy – 2nd by Laura Sirois. Unanimous.
Two player requests to play up – G10-3 team – Paul does not want to set a precedent for one, and it also skews the numbers a bit. They both should be rec. players. Made a motion to play up Cassista and Dedman, 2nd by John Lane. Mike Sancartier agrees with Paul’s opinion. Ron believes that they should be reviewed on a case by case basis. Motion does not pass unanimously.
UMass Lowell rate is down to $90/hr. 2 nights a week will be able to be facilitated.
Practice schedule is in place. 
No Equipment report.
No real rec. report – Tentative start date would be April 22nd weather and fields permitting.
Field Maintenance – Motion by Mike Sancartier to approve up to $1500 for purchase of field paint for upcoming season. 2nd by Paul McIntosh. Matt Shank said we spent a bit over $1800 last year. Unanimous. 
Coach/player development – No report
Doug Jones is chairing the committee for the Snack Shack – Matt Buxton reported in Doug’s absence. Sub committee has been formed. Trying to get more info. from Town Manager’s office. He’s working on Liability policy. He got some of the financial info. They brought in $22896 for the last full year. $13700 on food and drinks was spent but there are other expenses that he is not clear on that he’s looking to clarify.
He is also looking at finding out who would be responsible for facility maintenance, etc. 
Doug arrived and added that he thinks staffing will be a big issue and he’s concerned about how much we will need to make to make this worth our while. He thinks we can make a decision before the spring season. 
No merchandise report.
Mike Sancartier offered to help as interim Boy’s Commissioner until we have someone full time to take the position.
We also need help with rescheduling, which Mike will handle for now.
Ron will get field permit applications in. He is going to try to get Carrick for Saturday games. He hopes that will help get the pressure off of Veteran’s. 
No high school liason report.
Ron – Middlesex Soccer update. John Linnehan has resigned as President of Middlesex. John Lane and Ron were invited to a meeting with other Presidents in the League. 2 years ago Woburn decided to leave Middlesex. Woburn has voted 15-0 to leave. They will be leaving after the Spring and going to Essex Soccer on March 4. Stoneham and Billerica have both voted to leave and are submitting letters next week. Waltham is also leaving but going to Bays. 
The issues that Ron has is they do not follow their own rules. He spoke with John Linnehan and got the impression that he did not resign but was rather ‘pushed out’ and John all but confirmed. 
Last season we had a U16 boys game against Malden. 4 red cards issued againt Malden players. Sportsmanship meeting was held. Brian Chappel, Ron and John Lane went. John and Ron do not know why they were invited to that meeting. It was a big ‘bash Dracut’ session. The player that was suspended was brought back with no hearing. 
Gu16 girls’ team placement issue - There were 6 teams with Tewksbury added as a 7th. They were playing as U18 but had no other teams to play against. They played in U16. Dracut and Stoneham made playoffs. When they sent out the schedule, Tewksbury balked that they should have been in the playoffs. John Lane is Middlesex Girls Commissioner and saw nothing about Tewksbury playing U18. Ron and John appealed the decision to Middlesex, that then went to Mass Youth Soccer and we won because Tewksbury was never placed in U16 division.
We had a girl that had some racial slurs made against her and nothing was done. No hearing, no decisions made, etc. Ron and Mike are just trying to give examples of the history of the lack of action on Middlesex’s part and their lack of following through on their own rules.
They do not take any action against coaches when referees report incidents on their reports. 
There is a ref. mentoring program that is $5k a year within Middlesex soccer. We have not seen any mentoring. There is no town representation on the Middlesex Board. We are fortunate that we have John Lane as an Age Director so we know what’s going on. 
There are 4 towns that don’t use Sportsmanager. A motion failed to spend $10k on a new program for those 4 teams. 
There is a pattern. Ron believes that certain teams will be ‘taken care of’ once the new President takes over. Does not see change of board members as changing anything for us. 
Essex has 32 towns, with Woburn will be 33. Middlesex has 17. 
Our options are Nashoba, Essex and Bays, but Bays would be excessive travel for us. 
Kevin Brothers of Woburn suggested if we have 10 towns, we could create a new league but that is a ton of work. Essex talked about sectioning off their 33 towns again….Essex North and Essex South already exist within Essex, but could section off another. 
If we took a vote to leave Middlesex, it’s non-binding, but you have to give them a year’s notice. Once you submit the letter, the clock starts ticking. 
Paul McIntosh’s biggest concern is that the conduct has gone downhill….parents, coaches, players and will going to another league be any different? He’d like to know what the sportsmanship is like in other leagues. Mike S. feels like there is a lack of commitment on the part of the Middlesex board members. The new incoming group does not take sportsmanship seriously either in Mike’s opinion. 
We’d need to submit a letter by the end of the Spring season so that we could play in the new league in Fall of 2019 if we decide to leave. Again, it’s non-binding….if we decide to stay, we can. Ron is concerned about MTOC eligibility but John Lane doesn’t think it will be a problem. 
John would recommend staying away from Nashoba from his past experience. 
Matt Buxton would like to see Essex’s and Nashoba’s records with regards to what their coach’s conduct has been, etc. Ron will reach out to see what type of info they are willing to give us.
John Lane would like to make a motion to issue a letter to Middlesex stating that we are leaving the league. 2nd by Matt Buxton. Mike Sancartier has concerns about submitting it right away and getting ‘backlash’ from Middlesex. Mike asked about a separate letter being drafted to Middlesex asking them to address all the issues that we have discussed tonight. Ron seems to think that we would never get a response from them. John will modify and propose holding off submitting the letter until April, which gives us the month of March to do some research. Unanimous. 
Research to do on the other leagues…..Sportsmanship, their structure, fees (which are published online), how they do their team placements, what would our representation be in the league (Board votes, etc), referee structure, coaching programs.
Motion to adjourn at 8:42 PM by Mike Sancartier. 2nd by Paul McIntosh. Unanimous.
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