Notes from the return to play webinar.
7/29
Here is a copy of my notes from the return play webinar.  A copy of this webinar can be viewed on MA youth soccer’s website.  https://www.mayouthsoccer.org/return-to-soccer-activities/
We have now entered Phase 3 Step 1 of the return to play guidelines
Soccer is now classified in the Moderate Risk Sport category, member organizations are permitted to participate in Level 1, 2 and 3 type of play.
Type of Play: The following types of play are defined by level from least to greatest risk.
· Level 1: Individual or socially distanced group activities (no-contact workouts, aerobic
· conditioning, individual skill work, and drills)
· Level 2: Competitive Practices (Intra-team/group games, contact drills and scrimmages)
· Level 3: Competitions (Inter-team games, meets, matches, races, etc.)
· Level 4: Tournaments (Outdoor only) NOT PERMITTED IN PHASE III, STEP 1
We have been cleared for levels 1,2, and 3 in MA.  Tournaments in MA are still not permitted in phase 3 step 1 (Tournaments held in other states, for example, NH follow NH state guidelines, therefore teams are able to play in NH tournaments following that state’s guidelines)
· There can be no more than 25 player/ participants in a playing area.  
· The number of coaches should be limited for each team
· Groups must be spaced 20 ft. apart
· For example on one large field you may have 4 7v7 grids or 2 7v7 grids and 1 9v9 grid
NEW- No more than 100 people in or around a playing area
This means that we are going to have to use areas around the entire field not just a spectator side.  
May have to limit audience at games
Possible Modifications:
· Only one parent attend per player
· Ask that grandparents don’t attend unless they are a guardian or chaperone
· Limit sibling attendance
· Spectators must wear masks and maintain social distancing
· Coaches, staff, and referees will wear masks and maintain distance
· Players can only wear a mask that fits over the ears for safety purposes.  Gaiters cannot be worn.
MA youth is encouraging us to not have players participate in contact drills during practices and limit player contact as much as possible. 
Possible Game Modifications
· No heading or Slide Tackling
· No shoulder to shoulder challenges
· No throw ins or Corner Kicks (incorporate free kicks or dribble in)
These modifications are suggestions when working with each individual town’s Department of Public Health.  The DPH will determine whether we are able to play or not (issuing permits) and what those rules will be to ensure safe play.
· Home field rules apply.  
For instance Dracut may allow throw-ins and Methuen may not therefore when playing in Dracut the players are able to throw in but when playing in Methuen the will kick in.  This is something coaches will need to discuss prior to game day.
Scheduling Games (this will be something I’m sure Essex will discuss)
Possible Modifications:
· Limit travel for games
· Limit groupings
· For example 4 teams for a 6 game season  or 6 teams for an 8 game season
Coaches
· Assign a team COVID coordinator (can be a parent but they will have to register as an adult through MA Youth Soccer)
· The coach might start as the COVID coordinator but they assign a parent once the MA Youth soccer registration is complete
· Attendance must be kept at all games and practices 
· Do Not take or record temperatures
· Coach does have the ability to sit a player or send them home if they don’t think a child is feeling well.
THE COACH IS THE KEY (THEY MUST SET AN EXAMPLE FOR PARENTS AND PLAYERS TO FOLLOW
Coaches, with support of club Covid-19 Safety Officer and Team Coordinator must: 
– Understand, implement, follow and support all guidelines
[bookmark: _GoBack] – Must set an example for players, parents, spectators, and referee. 
– Must maintain 6 to 10 feet of distancing at all times. – Must practice proper hygiene and sanitization practices
MA youth has created a variety of resources for coaches to use
Links:
https://www.mayouthsoccer.org/assets/61/6/sample_return_to_play_coach_introduction_email_-_generic.pdf
https://www.mayouthsoccer.org/assets/61/6/sample_return_to_play_coach_introduction_email_-_zoom.pdf
https://www.mayouthsoccer.org/physical-distancing-session-plans/

What to do if a player/parent tests positive
Affected individual or parent should contact the President and Covid-19 Safety Officer who then contacts local DPH. 
● Department of Public Health will provide the individual with instructions on what to do. 
● All Parties who have had close contact with the individual should be notified using the COVID diagnosis notification form, found in the resource section of the Return to soccer activities page of MA Youth Soccer website. Be careful not to disclose the individual’s name. 


