Hello U6/U8 parents:
 
I’ve fielded many questions lately about town travel soccer and how it works, so I thought it might make sense to give you an overview of how things change once kids move out of U8.  When the kids are U6 and U8 age, the team rosters are small and we make as many teams as the sign-up numbers allow and play all our games in Dudley.  Those leagues are what we call our “in town” leagues.  We can switch kids to different rosters to accommodate requests and the coaches have a lot of freedom to reschedule games due to weather or other activities that might conflict with a scheduled soccer game or practice. It is not unusual for games to be moved to accommodate religious events like First Communions or other events like a dance recital.   Generally the coaches just practice once a week for U8 as they know that many of the kids have other activities going on – karate, dance, swimming lessons, Boy/Girl Scouts, other sports, etc. 
 
Once kids get to the U10 age, we no longer have an “in town” league for four main reasons:
1. The desire to move away from co-ed play is high among parents and kids as the kids start to get older.
2. Roster sizes increase because we play more players on the field at this age.
3. Since we separate boys and girls at this age, there are not enough players to have two separate leagues.  This is especially true when you factor in the natural attrition that happens as kids get older and become more selective about the sports they want to play.
4. At this age, the kids who want to keep playing are now ready for more of a challenge.
 
To that end, we enter all U10 and older teams into a league run by  Midland Area Youth Soccer (MAYS). MAYS is part of Massachusetts Youth Soccer and is the administrative arm for all “town travel” youth soccer in Central Massachusetts.  Keep in mind that every town around us does the same thing as kids hit the U10 age. Some of the largest towns probably have enough kids to run an “in town” U10 league but towns our size do not.
 
Being a part of MAYS brings many positive things and among them are:
1.  They have three divisions of teams at each age level, thereby giving us a chance to place our Dudley teams in divisions where they are matched with similarly skilled teams.
2. They make the schedule and arrange for certified referees to officiate our games.
3. In the spring, for U12 teams and up they have playoffs for the top teams in each division – something that many of our teams have enjoyed experiencing.
4. They set the rules and expectations for all towns and keep standings and deal with issues that arise during the season.
 
Being part of MAYS also means that we have to adhere to some guidelines. Some of them are:
1.  Well in advance of the season we have to submit our teams, the division we want them to play in (Div. 1, 2 or 3) and our rosters. We cannot “monkey” with our rosters and have to adhere to guidelines regarding eligibility for our rosters.   For example, we cannot play an older kid down an age group because he/she is inexperienced.  Having to get rosters in early means that we cannot always accept late registrants if the team roster is set.  During the spring, MAYS has roster number limits for each age group.
2. We have to have a standard uniform for our teams and the kids need to wear them.  So, they have to purchase a uniform or get a hand-me-down from a friend.  We encourage people to buy a big uniform initially so that it can last several seasons.
3. On game days rosters are checked by officials so that teams are not cheating and playing kids who are not on their roster. So, if we are missing a few players due to another event, we have to play shorthanded and do the best we can.
4. MAYS makes the schedules and we play the games when they are scheduled. In some situations, we are allowed to change a game time or location as long as the other team is willing to do so. However, the reasons have to be really compelling – such as 70% of the roster are volunteering at the Special Olympics on a particular Saturday as part of community service for the National Jr. Honor Society.  We cannot change a game time to accommodate one or two kids.  Remember that MAYS schedules referees as well, so cancellations affect that as well.
 
In order to establish our rosters we do a once a year “evaluations” in the late spring/early summer to set up our teams for the next fall.  Our goal is to have a spot for every kid that wants to play.  We also want to place teams in divisions where they will be competitive.  Often, especially at the U10 age, we have multiple teams for an age group.  We evaluate the skills of all kids and do the best job we can setting up the teams.  If we have enough for two teams then the most talented soccer players will go on one roster and the less talented kids on the other roster. The more talented team will play in a higher division and the less talented team will play in a lower division.  We will not move kids from one roster to another because of friendships and things of that nature.  We know that not everyone is happy with team placement decisions but we try to be as objective as we can and have people evaluating the kids who are not their coaches. 
 
Once the kids start playing U10 the coaches try to practice twice a week to get the kids ready.  At this point, rules like offsides are being enforced by referees and fouls will be called. Coaches will start teaching more soccer strategy and reinforcing playing better positional soccer.  Coaches understand that kids have conflicts and they know that they won’t have 100% attendance at all practices, but they do ask that you do the best that you can to get your kids to practice as often as possible.
 
When it comes to weather, the expectation is that we play unless the field conditions are unsafe (standing water) or there are thunderstorms. That means that we play in rainy weather, hot weather and cold weather and it’s up to the parents to help their kids dress accordingly.  
 
The Dudley Soccer Club hopes that this answers a few questions that you might have and gives you a sense for what “Town Travel” soccer is all about. Most kids really enjoy the experience of playing against other towns after having spent the past few years playing against their classmates. 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to any Soccer Board member for more information.
 
Thanks,
 
Erik Butzke
President of Dudley Youth Soccer
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