Coaches Talking Points 
For Parent’s Meeting
It is important to set expectations with your parents at the start of the season to establish your standards with them to allow them and their child to be most successful.  To do this you should have quick 5-10 minute meeting at the first training session to do that.  Typically I will set the first drill up and then have my assistant coach run the drill while I speak with the parents.
Items to cover when you speak with your parents:

1. Parents should locate themselves on the opposite sideline from the team bench.  Encourage them to have their child stay with the team during any breaks during the practice.

2. Emphasize to them that if there are any “injuries” on the field to allow the coaches to address the situation first and they will call the parents over only if needed.

3. The parent’s role is to cheer their child/both teams on.  Discuss with them that it is important for them not to shout instructions to their child as it will only confuse the child and the instructions may not be consistent with what the coaches are teaching.
4. Let the parents know what the best way to get in touch with you is and when the best time to do that is.  Suggest phone/email/meet before or after practice etc.  Let them know how you will communicate with them during the season (email etc) and what your expectations are if their child is not going to make the training session.

5. Let them know that the standards of Franklin Youth Soccer at the Instructional level is all about maximizing touches on the ball and ball control and everything we teach is based off of that soccer coaching philosophy.
6. At the instructional level based on the age “swarming” the ball is part of the game and “spreading out” is not something inherently understood, that’s ok.  Same thing with passing, the ball is the toy and nobody wants to give it up just yet.  Also a child’s ability to move their body in the correct passing position is difficult.  Again that is ok too, maximizing touches is not necessarily going to mean passing the ball.

7. You will see that our practices will have minimal lines, no running of laps (they will get their running during the drills), and the coaches will get in and out quickly with their instructions to minimize and “lectures” to their child.  Their attention span is very short at this time so why talk if they can’t hear you!

8. Franklin Soccer teaches  “continuous play” at the instructional level so when the ball goes out a coach will deliver another ball in (U6 Age Group) or (for the U7 & U8 Age Groups) the team will have 5-7 seconds to either pass it in or dribble the ball back into the field of play.  We do not teach throw-ins at this age group.  This is designed to keep the game moving and again to maximize touches.
9. If you have a U8 team you should review with them the changes in U8 which are outlined in an email sent earlier this season to that coaching group and mainly highlighting to them their mid week practice times.
By communicating these standards up front it should help you head off any possible issues and allow everyone to be most successful in the role that they are in.  Additionally, it will instill confidence in you by the parents that you have a plan for their child’s soccer development.  The parents meeting is a good way to allow you to connect with them more quickly and will help you  recruit parents that may be willing to help you out if a coach is missing on a any given week and you need assistance.

Finally, you can direct them to the Franklin Youth Soccer Website for all information pertaining to the upcoming season and the coaching curriculum.

Enjoy the season!
