Hello Travel League coaches and parents,

Welcome to the Fall Soccer Season and we all hope you and your children have a fun and enjoyable experience. To that end, please read and abide by the league's ZERO TOLERANCE policy below. Any violation reported to the club will be acted upon accordingly. Parents, please understand that coaches are responsible for spectators so any violations by parents may result in suspension of the coach. Coaches, it is in your best interest to ensure parents do not violate the policy. All, please lead by example and be supportive and respectful of players, coaches and referees on BOTH teams.

Thank you,

Grafton Soccer Club
Board of Directors

FROM THE LEAGUE:
All persons responsible for a team and all of the spectators shall support the referee. Coaches are responsible for the team’s spectators and shall address any issue with a spectator who is interfering with the match. Should the referee stop play and request the coach to dismiss the spectator the coach will do so or the match will be abandoned. Failure to do so will undermine the referee's authority and has the potential of creating a hostile environment for players, the referee and all other participants and spectators.
 
Consequently, the MAYS League has adopted the following rule:
 
No one is to address the referee during the Match!
 
Exceptions for persons responsible for a team (Coaches and Managers)
During the game:
 	
1. Responding to a referee initiating communication.
2. Making substitutions.
3. Pointing out emergencies or safety issues
 
At half-time or at the end of a match:
A coach/manager can ask a referee to explain a rule(s) in a polite and constructive manner.

1. Polite and friendly feedback can be given to a referee.
2. Absolutely NO sarcasm, harassment or intimidation.
 
Penalties:
1st Minor Infraction	Referee should ignore
2nd Minor Infraction	A verbal warning shall be given
3rd Infraction		Caution
4th Infraction		Ejection
1st Serious Infraction	Caution or Ejection depending upon the seriousness of the infraction

Exceptions for Spectators:
During the game:
 
1. Responding to a referee initiating communication.
2. Pointing out emergencies or safety issues.
 
Penalties:
1st Infraction;
 Referee shall stop the game and ask the coach(es) to quiet the offending spectator.
 
2nd Infraction;
A verbal warning. The referee shall stop the match and ask the coach(es) to warn the spectator that the next infraction will be an ejection or the referee will abandon the match.
 
 
3rd Infraction;
The referee shall instruct the coach(es) to direct the spectator to leave the area. The referee shall abandon the match if the spectator does not comply.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]If the referee abandons the match, directs a person to leave the area or issues a caution, the referee shall send a report to the MAYS President for review. This review may result in a penalty up to and including suspension and/or forfeit of the match. Unsporting behavior from coaches, players, referees, or spectators towards others will also not be tolerated and shall be reported to the MAYS President for review. This review may result in a penalty up to and including suspension and/or forfeit of the match.
 
With the review of game reports and town rep communication, the MAYS Board has the right to implement a suspension of a player, coach or team, whether or not the above steps were followed.
