

2009 TINY MITE FOOTBALL 
From: Coach Wilder
                 Dear Parents: 
Welcome to anther exciting year of Tiny Mite Football. We are hopeful that this will be the most rewarding football season you’ve ever experienced. 
Introduction and Objectives for this Season
The primary objective is Not winning, but striving to win and to develop well rounded young men and women who learn not only the fundamentals of football, but also the importance of education, in an atmosphere conductive to developing sound mind, body and character and having fun along the way. During the games, the atmosphere will resemble football with coaches from each team on the field instructing and encouraging the players. We practice the ideas of sportsmanship, scholarship and physical fitness. Our program stresses learning lessons of value far beyond the playing days, such as, self-discipline, teamwork, concentration, friendship, leadership and good sportsmanship. Our main goal should be to have all the players want to come back and play again next year.
We, as coaches, will do our very best to ensure that each player is utilized to his utmost potential and their talents are used for the team’s best advantage. The team comes before the individuals.
Coaches
We view coaching as an awesome responsibility. Your coaches will:

· Get the players in shape.

· Understand each player’s potential

· Work on individual skills

· Work on team execution of plays

· Motivate, communicate and lead

Coaches must have the freedom to develop three things in their athletes: pride, poise and self-confidence. We use the following steps to instruct the game of football.

· Explain what is required 

· Demonstrate the technique

· Have a player perform the technique

· Explain the consequences of not performing the technique
· If you should have any problems with the Tiny Mite coaching staff please contact the head coach or football coordinator.

Your Head Coach: Bill Wilder           Your Football Coordinator: Thom Devos

Please remember the coaches are volunteers who want to help out the best they can. Many are busy with work, travel and family and can not always be there for every practice or game. That is why we will need help in some way this season.

Volunteers Needed
Throughout the season we will need volunteers for the following:

· Parents to run the score board and time clock
· Parents to work the chains and first down marker.
· Parents to work the concession stand.
· Parents to provide oranges at halftime.
· Parents to sell 50/50 tickets 

Please consider volunteering for one or more things. There would be no football program without dedicated volunteers who can pitch in and help.

              Team Rules
· Keep up with your school work. Poor grades in school and not completing homework may result in disciplinary actions.

· If you don’t practice, you will not be prepared to play. All excused absences must be coordinated with the coaches. We have a minimum play rule. However, if you do not make the effort to attend practices, we as coaches are not required to play you.

· Eyes and ears. When the coaches talk we expect you to be looking at us and listening to what we say. Back talking, profanity and any form of disrespect will result in disciplinary actions.

· Respect other players, coaches and officials. Remember your team mates are working with you and not against you. Any unnecessary aggression or violence towards another player will result in disciplinary action.

· Take care of your equipment. Let the coaches know if your equipment needs repair. This is the key to safety.

· Wear your mouth guard and keep a spare.

· Come to practice prepared to work and play.

· Learn the rules of the game.

· Know the name of each position.

· Arrive on time for practices and games 
Players & Positions
The players will experience playing a designated position this year (possibly on offense or defense or both). Our plan is to have every player play in every game. However, there may be times when your son is not playing a certain position. While these feelings are common, especially in football, please keep in mind that the coaches face many challenges. Dealing with players whom differ in age, maturity and ability can be quite difficult. While the main goal of the season is not winning, we still want to be somewhat competitive and not put a child in a situation that they are unprepared or uncomfortable and then become discouraged.
The Game Rules of Tiny Mite Football
We will follow the Pop Warner Official Rule Book for this division.
Most are as follows:

S1: Players: Maximum 22, minimum16

S2: Field Diameter: 80 yards

S3: Scholastic Fitness: Report card from school or letter from parent.
S4: Coaches: One coach from each team is permitted to be on the field with the team. There can be a maximum of two coaches allowed if agreed upon by the opposing coaches. 

S5: If there are multiple teams within the town in the same division, the players are divided equally amongst age groups.

S6: No kick offs; game begins at the 30 yard line.

S7: No punting. On 4th down, a team has the option of (a) running or passing from scrimmage (b) moving the ball to the opponents 30 yard line and start offensive play from there.

S8: Penalties: Major 10 yards. Minor 5 yards.

S9: Game Time and Time Outs: Game consists of two halves. Each half is 22 minutes running time. Half time is 10 minutes. Each team is allowed (2) time outs per half.
S10: No score will be displayed on scoreboard. No tie breakers.

S11: No try for point after touchdown.

S12: Ball will be blown dead if fumbled behind the line of scrimmage. However, the ball is live if fumbled beyond the line of scrimmage.

S13: Playing Time: All players must play either offense or defense. 

S14: Offense: All offensive backs must line up behind the offensive line in some type of formation. You are allowed to split one offensive back no more than 5 yards outside the tight end.

S15: Defense: No defensive player can be placed directly over the center. Player must be 3 yards off the center. The defensive line must be 1 yard back from the offensive line.  Defense must run a 6, 4, 1 set. No more than 6 defensive players can rush the ball. No blitzing.
S16: The game ball will be Mitey Mite size.

Officials 
All Football Officials are certified and trained. At this level, there will be at least one official. It will be difficult to see everything on the field; he or she will miss things. Whatever happens, the referee should not be verbally harassed by the players, coaches or spectators. Such harassment sets a bad example for the players and is unfair to the official.
Sportsmanship
The league will be placing an extra emphasis on sportsmanship this year. EVERY Coach and Parent will be required to read and sign a Code of Conduct form. The league has stated that ANY violations to the rules will be handled severely, with suspension of the parent and player for the next game. 

Safety
Safety is our top concern. Many of the exercises, drills and team rules are there to ensure your child is physically and mentally fit for football. ALL players must wear ALL required protective equipment at all times. Players will be discouraged from trash talking and dangerous play. However, sometimes kids get overly enthusiastic and these prohibited activities will in fact happen. We as coaches and officials will do our best to avoid senseless aggression and explain to the players the rules and safety precautions that need to be followed.

Commitment
We all know families get busy, schedules fill up and at times you may encounter scheduling conflicts. This year we have 18 players for 11 positions on the field at one time. As you can see with a few illnesses and scheduling conflicts we can easily be down to less than 11 players. If we do not have 11 players, we will have to forfeit the game. Please take the time to e-mail or call if you child can not make a practice or game.
             Game Schedule and Practice
All games will be played on Sunday at various times. Home games are played at Upper Donati Field and away games will be at the designated town field. Practice will begin on August 3rd behind the Hooksett Town Offices at 55 Main St in Hooksett. You will need to be at this first practice at 5:30 to check in and submit any final paperwork and a $50.00 check for a deposit for uniforms. We will practice Monday through Thursday at 6:00 to 8:00 until school begins. Once school begins we will practice only twice a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays at the same times. I will be issuing the game schedule once the teams that we will be playing are determined. The game schedule will also be available on both websites. For all games, please bring the players to the field 60 minutes before the start of the game so that they can properly stretch and warm up. For practice, please bring the players to the field 15 minutes before the scheduled time. Practice will promptly start at 6:00, so plan accordingly. Please park in the lots near the playground and baseball fields at Lower Donati Field. Do not park behind the Town Offices.   
Remember it’s only a game
Feel free to talk to the coaches if you do not understand something. Sometimes a brief chat with the coach can avoid any potential misunderstandings, ill feelings, ect. CHEER LOUDLY for your players. They appreciate the encouragement. Most of all remember they are only CHILDREN and need you to be positive and affirming.

             Coaches’ Contact Information:
William Wilder      603-566-5509          wwilder237@aol.com                               

Alan Leborgne      603-626-7545          hawkeyesurveillance@comcast.net
Robert Lidster       603-641-3237          aialids@comcast.net
Fred Gorton          603-340-0883          dcheri@comcast.net
             Team Parent
Brenda Leborgne   603-626-7545         brendaleborgne@comcast.net
               Hooksett Youth Athletic Association Website:
www.sportsmanager.us/HYAASports.htm 
Click on the Login Tab to access Parent Login to update your information. Review current events for all sports and retrieve game schedules on the schedule/scores tab.
             Hooksett Hurricanes Website 
www.hooksetthurricanes.com
Access all football and cheer information.



