Parents –   
This message contains IMPORTANT information regarding this spring season.   We kindly ask you to take a moment and read the details below.  It contains some IMPORTANT NEW COVID PREVENTION PROTOCOLS that we were required to institute by the State of Massachusetts as well as Mass Youth Soccer.  We also kindly ask for your patience, cooperation and understanding as we put many new protocols in place for the health and safety of everyone at our soccer fields.
Understand that the protocols listed below are mandated by the State of Massachusetts as well as Mass Youth Soccer for youth to play sports in our state.  
Rosters will be released this weekend for the divisions we currently have all members of team management assigned. BE SURE TO CHECK YOUR EMAIL BY SUNDAY EVENING.  We are currently in process of assigning coaches and COVID team reps for 2 divisions – and need your help to complete the management volunteer staff for these teams so we can finalize and release rosters to parents.   
We are in need of 2 team COVID reps for our recreational grade ¾ teams as well as 2 coaches for our recreational Grade 2 boys teams.  Understand you will be placed on your OWN child’s team.  Assigned Head coaches as well as the Assigned Team Covid Reps will receive a refund of their child’s registration for this season (provided they complete the season as well as all requirements) as a thank you for volunteering their time.   Please consider volunteering – contact us at lowellsoccer@comcast.net to volunteer or for more information.  
When you receive your child’s placement - Pay special attention to the names of your coaches and Team Covid Rep.  Both volunteers have been CORI cleared (or are in process) for the protection of our children.   Please be sure to cooperate with our Team Covid Reps as they duty is to gather attendance and contact information for contact tracing should the need become necessary.  
We are currently arranging to meet with coaches in the next week for uniform pick up and provide season info.  Please be sure to check your email for a welcome email from your child’s coach.  Your coach should be making contact with you by April 12th via phone or email.   
As we have many new coaches and volunteers – PLEASE be sure to know who your coach is, where you should initially meet especially if on the first day of games.  For social distancing purposes – we will have limited volunteers to assist on the field so that we can allow more spectators per child.  
We are planning to start our season on April 17th.  We encourage coaches to make contact within the next week – but unlike other seasons – they will not be able to meet in person prior to season start to avoid gathering and encourage social distancing; unless the coach is able to figure out a convenient way to make a simple greeting and uniform pick up following the guidelines, we have provided to them. Understand that you may not meet with your child’s coach until the first day.  
Schedules – Middlesex Youth Soccer is finalizing their schedule within the next few days (if you have received any communication from your travel coach – you may have seen a preliminary schedule – keep in mind – this is preliminary and not finalized so there maybe changes – coaches will be notified once final.)  We are also working on our rec schedule – once completed we will email to let you know it has been posted.  Scheduling is tricky while we also have to allow for social distancing, 50% capacity at our field, ensuring we have enough time to clear the field for the next groups to arrive.  Thank you for your patience.
There are many new guidelines that we will be following – below is a summary.  Greater details can be found on our parent site at Mass Youth Soccer.  

PLEASE BE SURE TO TAKE A MOMENT TO READ AND UNDERSTAND THE FOLLOWING RULES. 
Masks – MASKS ARE REQUIRED OF ALL AT ALL TIMES.  PLAYER, PARENT, SPECTATORS, COACHES.  (only infants and toddlers under 1 do not need to wear masks)  NO EXCEPTIONS.  If you have a medical reason/condition that prevents you from wearing a mask, you will be required to provide a Medical Document signed by a medical professional excusing the wearing of a mask.  Be sure to email this to us at lowellsoccer@comcast.net and keep a copy on hand for questioning by referees and/or coaching.  This is a new requirement as of March 25th in the state of Massachusetts.
NOTE – ONLY MASKS SECURED OVER THE EARS WILL BE PERMITTED OF PLAYERS.  NO GATERS, NO VENTED MASKS, NO MESH MASKS.  Only cloth or surgical masks secured over the ear will be allowed of players for all ages.
There are no gatherings of any kind.  No pregame warm ups, no post game talk.  Essentially – players are to arrive aprox 10 minutes prior to game start dressed and ready to play.  At the completion of the game players should immediately gather their personal items and exit the field.  Cars should promptly exit the parking lot.  Games will be scattered to allow time for one group to leave prior to the next group arriving so we can ensure our field does not meet MAX capacity.
LOWELL YOUTH SOCCER WILL ALLOW A MAX OF 2 SPECTATORS PER PLAYER.  This does not include minor siblings.  Any other spectators will be asked to leave the field.  Again – this is to ensure social distancing for all.  Parents will be required to sit with their own family in THE SPECTATOR BOX ONLY, remaining 6 ft from the parent group on either side as well as 6 ft from any neighboring spectators on other fields.  The spectator boxes will be set up to allow for this distancing.   Parents of travel players should check the spectator policy at an away field.  Parents  - please note – younger minor siblings may attend as spectators – but must sit with parents in a “pod setting” in the spectator box – socially distanced from the family “pod” near you.  Unfortunately, we are not able to allow younger siblings to play in open field space near the playing field.  The field has been set up that the open field space fulfills the mandated requirements for socially distancing of fields .  
COMPLAINCE WAIVERS REQUIRED OF PLAYERS AND PARENTS - Parents will be required to sign a Compliance Waiver prior to the first game for each adult spectator in attendance as well as for their player.  We will email a copy of BOTH so you may take a moment to read before bringing your child to any soccer event.  You will also be required to sign a summary compliance report each practice/game.  This will be turned into the Team Covid Rep each week.  Players without the compliance waiver completed will not be allowed to participate.  NOTE – IF YOU ANSWER YES TO ANY OF THE COVID QUESTIONS – PLEASE DO NOT BRING YOUR CHILD TO ANY SOCCER EVENT.  KINDLY LET THE COACH OR THE TEAM COVID REP KNOW YOUR CHILD WILL NOT BE IN ATTENDANCE AND THE REASON.  It is a parent’s responsibility to answer these waivers honestly for themselves as well as their child to ensure a safe playing environment.
Attendance to be taken at each game/practice.  The Team Covid Rep will be taking attendance and contact information of each spectator and minor child in attendance at each game/practice.  This is mandated by the state for youth sports to continue – this helps us provide any necessary information for contact tracing should it become necessary.
BATHROOMS WILL NOT BE OPEN AT EDWARDS FIELD THE FIRST FEW WEEKS – PLEASE PLAN ACCORDINGLY. (Port-A-Pottie will not be provided) Because of COVID prevention requirements and minimal volunteers we simply do not have the volunteer base to have bathrooms open and follow COVID guidelines.  If traveling to an away field many towns are also closing bathrooms – plan accordingly.    We will revisit this topic in a few weeks.  
EQUIPMENT – because players are NOT allowed to share anything we will not be providing equipment for players to use as we have in past years – aside from being required to have their own shin guards (which is a required item) we have to request players have their own:
		*Hand sanitizer (we will also be providing some to coaches as well)
*Soccer Balls 		PreK – grade 1 Size 3, 										Grade 2 – Grade 3/4  size 4,  and Grade 5 and older Size 5
		*Water Bottle (can be a disposable bottle – please label with your child s name)
Please be sure to sanitize all items before and after each game/practice for the health and safety of your families.
WE cannot stress enough - PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE be sure to work with your team COVID reps and coaches to ensure a smooth healthy season for all.  Our main objective this season is to promote a safe, healthy, environment for our children to play outside and get some exercise while learning the game of soccer and most importantly – having fun!!!  We do not want to be the reason for a spike in the city and be the reason for us to roll back and be told youth sports have to holt.   Also understand with ever changing protocols – those listed above may change several times in the % of COVID numbers increases or decreases in the state.  We will surely keep you informed of any changes.  
Also note – should there be a positive case and you or your child was in possible contact – you will be notified and we will follow proper protocols mandated by the CDC……this does also include quarantining and canceling/postponing of games.  Let’s work together to try our best and hope this is not something we have to worry about.  
Thank you and we look forward to the start of a return to normal – Stay Healthy! 





