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GIRLS  GRADE 5/6 D1 – D5 Fall ’18




September 3, 2018	


Good afternoon Coaches,

Welcome to the Fall season from your Age Directors:  Caryn Goulet (D1 & D2) and Nick Howie (D3-D5).  We are at your disposal for questions, concerns, and guidance as it relates to league rules, procedures, and competitive parity within your grouping and division.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Caryn Goulet, MYSL Girls GRADE 5/6 Divisions 1 – 5 Age Director
Email:  GirlsU12.D1-D2@middlesexsoccer.org
Cell:    (617) 501-3959

Nick Howie, MYSL Girls GRADE 5/6 Divisions 3-5 Age Director
Email:  GirlsU12.D3-D4@middlesexsoccer.org
Cell:   (978) 853-0582

PLEASE INCLUDE ALL OF THE FOLLOWING WHEN COMMUNICATING WITH US:
Your full name, town, team’s identification, division, & game number (if applicable)
E.G.  (Melissa Griffin, Head Coach Chelmsford Girls 5/6-3 (D3) re: Game #87563)

NEW FORMAT FOR GRADES 5/6 (FROM FALL ’17):  As a reminder, beginning with the Fall ’16 season Grade 5/6 teams began playing a 9v9 format (incl keepers).    

NEW RULE FOR GRADES 5/6 (FROM SPRING ’16): “If in the opinion of the referee, a player deliberately heads or attempts to head the ball, an indirect free kick is awarded to the opposing team. If the deliberate header or attempt to head occurs within the goal area, the indirect free kick will be taken on the goal area line parallel to the goal line at the point nearest to where the infraction occurred.”

FALL ’18 SEASON:  We will be closely monitoring the Fall season and may move games around and/or schedule cross-over games with other brackets/divisions if necessary.  If this become necessary, we will do our best to maintain Home team field locations, keep start times similar, and give you as much notice as possible.  However, that is not always possible and coaches/parents are expected to be flexible.  If such scheduling changes are necessary, they will likely take place in weeks 5 through 9.  Please watch for emails.

MIDWEEK GAMES FOR DIVISION 5B, only:  There are 3 games scheduled for Wednesday, September 12th that have already been marked as “CANCELLED” in the system.  These are mid-week placeholders necessary because there are an uneven number of teams in the division.  Should you wish to play them as scheduled on the 12th, you may, but still must go through the rescheduling steps in order to do so.  Whether you choose to play them on September 12th or not, please get going on the rescheduling steps ASAP.

COLUMBUS DAY WEEKEND GAMES 10/6/18:  These games are assumed to be played, therefore Town Coordinators and Town Referee Assignors are planning accordingly.  You can reschedule if one or both teams are playing in a sanctioned tournament, but the game must be made-up prior to October 6th.  We would like to know about any reschedules ASAP – same-week notification is unacceptable and unfair to opposing teams, scheduled referees, and town administrators.
· If your team has been accepted into a Columbus Day weekend tournament, please send registration confirmation to your appropriate Age Director and the opposing coach via email ASAP.  
· DO NOT ASK YOUR TOWN COORDINATOR TO CANCEL THE COLUMBUS DAY WEEKEND GAME BECAUSE YOU OR YOUR OPPONENT IS IN A TOURNAMENT – they do not have the authority to do so without approval from your Age Director.  
· The game must be made up prior to October 6th.   Remember that the sun sets earlier and earlier, so try to get the game made up during the first couple weeks of the season.   
· Please note that it is not automatically a reason to reschedule if a few of your players choose to play in a Columbus Day tournament for another team.  Contact your Age Director ASAP to discuss.

BTW - Sunday make ups are OK in the Fall, only.  Both coaches must agree and you need to confirm a field and ref would be available BEFORE you start the online make up procedure. 

REGULAR SEASON GAME RESCHEDULING DUE TO TOWN FIELD CLOSURE OR REFEREE’S DECISION NOT TO PLAY (SAFETY):   

**Towns or referees decide when fields are unplayable – not coaches or parents **

Field closings listed at: http://www.sportsmanager.us/links/MYSL/AreaClosings.asp  Please don’t call your Age Director the day of a game and ask to move to a new location because the field has been closed.  Game rescheduling requires coordination with Age Directors, Town Coordinators, Referee Assignors, and referees.  If your field is closed, it’s closed and you will need to make the game up. 
· The home team coach must work with his/her field coordinator to ensure field availability for a makeup and then give the opposing coach three (3) reasonable dates on which the game may be made up.
· In cases where both coaches cannot agree on a make-up date, the Age Director will have the authority to set the date, time and place of the make-up game.




· Games played without the prior knowledge and consent of the Age Director could result in a forfeit to both teams. 

SUNSET TIMES (PLEASE KEEP THESE IN MIND IF YOU HAVE TO RESCHEDULE A GAME)
By 09/15/18 – 6:53 PM		By 10/15/18 – 6:02 PM
By 09/30/18 -  6:27 PM		By 10/31/18 – 5:38 PM


EXCERPTS FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE RULES HANDBOOK, GENERAL COMMON SENSE, AND GOOD FORM: http://www.middlesexsoccer.org:  

1) Rosters:  each team must present two copies of an official, signed roster to the referee upon check-in.  If using the player pass, two copies of the called-up player’s official roster must also be furnished.  
2) Player Pass:  Please read the entire section in the rule book and first check with your town coordinator as town-based restrictions may apply. Any team wishing to utilize this option must abide by the guidelines and communicate use of the Player Pass via email before the game or as soon as practicable after the game to the following three people:  
1. Registrar@middlesexsoccer.org
2. Age Director
3. Opposing coach
3) Weekly Game Confirmations:  It is incumbent upon both HOME and AWAY coaches to confirm game logistics each week.  Knowing that game logistics can change for any number of reasons, it is the HOME coach’s responsibility to notify the AWAY coach and myself ASAP when such changes occur.  
4) Equipment:  anything deemed unsafe by the referee is not allowed.  In addition:
a. No jewelry (except medical or specific religious jewelry).  
b. No piercings (even if covered by band aids).  
c. No casts (even if padded).
5) Report scores:  both coaches should confirm with the referee at the end of the game the final score.  Please report the correct score within 48 hours of receiving the link.  If there are score discrepancies, please contact me and I will consult the referee report.
6) Referee reports:  within 48 hours of receiving the link and focus on fact, not emotion or supposition.
7) Zero Tolerance:  Contrary to popular belief, coaches, parents, and/or town-based Board officials do not have the right to address a referee before, during, or after a game on such topics as:
· Historical information about the opposing coaches/teams
· Relative importance of the outcome of the game for placement purposes



· Performance or lack thereof of AR’s
· Dissatisfaction with referee’s performance/calls
· Questioning a referee’s age and/or playing/officiating experience
· “Helping” educate a referee on the Laws of the Game
· All of the above are violations of the league’s Zero Tolerance rule.  

Please let the referees officiate the game and determine any/all instances which constitute a violation of FIFA Laws of the Game.  Please help build our league’s reputation for players, coaches, and parents who are respectful and composed; and help us develop and retain referees of all ages (yes, that includes adults).  If you have an issue of any kind, don’t talk to the referee about it - complete a referee report.   

MYSL Administrative Rule 21 – Zero Tolerance
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is the responsibility of ALL coaches to maintain the highest standards of conduct for themselves, their players and spectators (supporters) in all matches.  Abusive and obscene language, violent play, violent conduct, fighting, harassment, intimidation, and other behavior detrimental to the game will not be tolerated. A coach’s responsibility for referee support and spectator control includes the times prior to, during and after the game at the field and surrounding areas.  Failure to do so will undermine the referee's authority and has the potential of creating a hostile environment for players, the referee and all other participants and spectators.

Therefore, the basic policy is that persons responsible for a team and spectators will not address the referee at all during the play of the game.  Exceptions for persons responsible for a team (Coaches and Assistant Coaches) during the game:
•Responding to a referee initiating communication.
•Making Substitutions.
•Pointing out emergencies or safety issues.

We look forward to watching your teams play this season and wish you all the best.  Please do not hesitate to contact us (preferably via email) with any questions or concerns.

Caryn Goulet & Nick Howie
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