In English football culture, there’s a common rhetorical question “Who would be a referee?” It’s an acknowledgement of the thankless and often impossible job that game officials take on. It also doubles as a sad commentary on the lack of officials that is reaching a crisis-level situation in our game. We are seeing the impact firsthand here in MYSL, with referee assignors unable to find ARs for many games and, in some cases, even a lone referee for some games.


MYSL is very concerned about the disturbing recent uptick in referee abuse by coaches and players. So this is a reminder that you and your players should NEVER — FOR ANY REASON — criticize a referee or their decisions.


Yes, it can be incredibly frustrating to have an incorrect officiating decision go against you. Especially if it’s a crucial one.

But as coaches, we all need to keep a few things in mind at all times when it comes to officiating decisions:

1. The official made the call they made because they thought it was the right call.

2. You NEVER will get a call changed by arguing. Argue until you’re blue in the face; you know it’s just not happening.

3. Many of the most frustrating blown calls are offside decisions. And these often are guesses by referees in the center of the pitch because they don’t have ARs. They don’t have ARs because we have an officiating shortage nationwide and across sports. We have an officiating shortage because of an ugly culture of abusing officials that drives away officials and discourages potential officials. So when you criticize a referee — or even complain about a call to your players — you are contributing to the very problem that led to the incorrect decision.

If you want to blow off steam about a blown call, commiserate with the rest of your coaching staff out of earshot of your players.  Or vent to your partner at home. Or call up your league president and complain to them. But whatever you do, DO NOT TAKE IT UP WITH THE OFFICIAL.

So PLEASE do your part to help fix this mess we’re in by showing total respect to match officials and modeling this respect to your teams.


