Middlesex Youth Soccer League

Fall 2011 Season

Girls U12 (8v8) Divisions 3, 4 & 5
Age Director Information:

Name: Caryn Goulet
Email:  GirlsU12.D3-D4@middlesexsoccer.org
The most effective and preferred means of communication is through email.  I will make every effort to respond to emails within 72 hours.  In the unlikely event that I do not respond in a timely manner, then please resend your original email.  
With 56 teams to manage in these divisions, it is imperitive that all emails contain the following information:  

· Head Coach’s Full Name

· Town/Club (e.g. Stoneham)
· Team #  (e.g. GU12-4)
· Division (e.g. 3A)
While I am happy to talk with you if a situation warrants a phone call, I would appreciate it if you contact me via email first.  If you really feel you need to speak via telephone, then email me first to set up a time that is convenient for both of us.  

MYSL Coaches Handbook, Constitution, and Rules of the Game
All of the above are contained in one document located on the Middlesex Youth Soccer League web-site at http://www.middlesexsoccer.org and entitled MYSL Rules.  Please read through the document and familiarize yourself with these prior to the season, and most especially prior to raising any issues.  
Important Things to Remember

Season:  the Fall season is nine weeks in length running September 10th – November 5th.  Columbus Day weekend is a regularly scheduled season game, however, if a game is to be made up because of one or both teams attending a Columbus Day tournament, then it must be made up prior to Columbus Day weekend.  As a reminder, Age Director approval is required prior to a game being made up.
Schedules:  The schedule is subject to change for many reasons, so coaches should double-check schedules on a weekly basis.  For example, midway through the Fall season, some teams may be contacted to arrange cross-over games with other divisions and/or groupings within their division in an effort to assimilate teams for Spring placement.
Coach Behavior:  As the coach, you are responsible to set a good example for your team and their parents.  

· Exhibit good sportsmanship during games

· Be courteous and respectful to your team, your opponents and to the Referees

· Remember that your team is playing to learn soccer and to have fun.  Provide them with a safe environment in which to learn the sport and to have a good experience.  

Referees:  

· The referee calls are final.  

· Violation of the Zero Tolerance Policy will be investigated and dealt with appropriately.  The Zero Tolerance Policy maintains that no coach, player or parent is permitted to abuse a referee physically or verbally before, during, or after a game.  Punishments can include a lifetime expulsion from the league, MYSA and USYSA.  

· Referee Evaluations:  You will receive a system generated request for a referee evaluation after every game.  Please submit these evaluations as the first and primary vehicle to raise issues with officiating.  
· Your referee should be writing his/her name on the roster.  If the referee forgets to do so, then politely ask the referee to write it down.  
· Use the evaluation as a means to provide constructive feedback on a referee’s performance during a game.  Constructive feedback rewards positive performance and helps identify areas of improvement for referees.  Don’t submit an email bashing a referee or use terms like “clueless” etc.  Provide examples, details, and reasoning to help identify areas where a referee may need mentoring.  Before you hit that send button, read it again and think about what you would feel if it was written about your son /daughter.  
· If a referee does not show up at a game, and both coaches agree to have a parent or coach referee the game, that referee is treated the same as a league assigned referee.  If you both agreed to a volunteer, then please don’t complain after the fact that the volunteer shouldn’t have officiated the game.  Note - If a referee did show up but says the game cannot be played for a valid reason, then the coaches must respect the referee’s decision and no game can be played.
Reporting Scores:

· Report your scores in SportsManager after the game.  Home coaches receive an auto-generated email from SportsManager within 48 hours after the game is scheduled to be played.  
· If the Home Coach did not receive an email with the scoring link, then check the web-site to see if the opposing coach already reported the score.  
· If scores reported on Sportsmanager are incorrect, send me an email to let me know.  Include the following information: 
· Coach Name, Teams, Division, Time, Place and Game ID
· Reported Score
· Correct score 
Please cc the opposing coach so I know both of you are aware of the issue. I will confirm the score with the Referee Report, make the adjustment in the system and email you back when the score is updated appropriately.  
Game Cancellations/Postponements/Make-up’s Due to Inclement Weather
Your town is responsible for field closings if the field conditions are poor, not MYSL.  
· Check the following website for field closings: http://www.sportsmanager.us/links/MYSL/AreaClosings.asp
· NOTE:  The MYSL league is not involved in the decision to close fields.  I will not know if your field is closed and I am not involved in the decision to close the fields.  
· If games are cancelled due to inclement weather, follow the rescheduling process in the MYSL Rules handbook.  
· Home Coaches must notify the Opposing coach as soon as possible and preferably not less than 75 minutes before kick-off time.  Do not rely solely on the Away coach checking the website to see if a field is closed. All coaches must communicate with each other on the day of the game if a field is closed.  
· Both teams are responsible to work out a make-up date.
· Home Coaches work with their town Field Scheduler to get days/times for the make-up game and offer at least three (3) alternative days/times to the Away coach
· Home Coaches email me the information after the date is agreed upon. 
· Important: You must notify me before you can play the make-up game.  Make-up games require the Age Director’s approval.    
· When you email me, the information must include the GAME ID, the original day/time/location/Teams/Game ID and the new day/time/location/Teams. CC your opposing coach in the correspondence.  If you do not include this information, I will be emailing you back requesting it, so please save both of us the time and include it in your original correspondence.  
· I will communicate with the town referee assignor for the assignment of a referee for all make-up games.  THIS IS A NEW PROCEDURE.  
· In the fall season, daylight is limited so if you don’t have a field with lights, you may want to try to schedule your game as early in the evening as possible.  Sunday make-ups are allowed in the Fall season; depending on Town permits/referee availability etc.  
· After I confirm the make-up game, you need to contact your Town Sportsmanager Admin person to request an update to reflect the new scheduled date in Sportsmanager.   

· If you can not agree upon a date, the Home Coach should email me with the information that led up to the impasse and cc the opposing coach in the email.  
· Please read the MYSL Rules handbook about the criteria for Rescheduling games that are not postponed due to inclement weather.  Only games which meet the criteria for “rescheduling” will be approved.  Vacations are not a valid reschedule request.  
Important Change for 8v8 Play:
Effective this Fall, MYSL has changed a ruling that affects you.  The minimum allowable field players for U12 games is now 6 (including a keeper).  This is a change from previous season.  

Post Season Play

There is no post-season play in the fall season.  Commissioner’s Cup is held in the spring season only.  
Middlesex Soccer League:  
This league is run by volunteers.  The Annual meeting is scheduled for May and is listed on the MYSL web-site.  Please come to the meeting and participate.  Many positions will be voted on at this meeting.  If you would like to be on the Board, work as an Age Director, etc., we would be grateful for your participation.  If there is interest, let me know and I can advise you on what positions are available.  
Have a great season!

Caryn Goulet
GU12 D3/D4/D5 Age Director
Fall 2011
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