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Today’s player evaluations are for the 2013/2014 travel teams.  Mansfield teams play in the Boston Area Youth Soccer league (BAYS). Games are played on Saturdays.  Fall season starts in September after Labor Day and spring season starts the first or second week of April.  The seasons run for 10 weeks.

Your child will receive a numbered, colored pinnie for the evaluation.  Pinnies are handed out randomly.  The color of the pinnie represents the group of players which will rotate as a team through the evaluation.  Please make note of your child’s pinnie number.  Teams will be posted on our website around the middle of July.  Players will be notified by individual emails then posted to the website a few days after the main announcement.

It is important to note that MYS' objective is to place everyone that wants to play travel soccer on a travel team.  However, sometimes the number of kids in a particular age group will not support an additional team, therefore age groups may be combined to allow MYS to place every child on a team (age group combination will be of same system of play).  If a player cannot be placed on a travel team, they will be able to play in town.   MYS aims to keep roster sizes as small as possible in order to allow for the players to fully realize the benefit of more playing time. Roster sizes for U9 & U10 range from 9 to 11 players; for U11 & U12 range from 12 to 14 players; and for U13 & U14 range from 15 to 18 players.

Practices will begin the last week of August. Your child’s coach will contact players with practice night(s).  Coaches control the number of practices per week, standard is twice a week.

It is important to note that teams from the fall will automatically roll forward to the spring.  If players drop off for whatever reason,  players from a waiting list may be placed on a team to fill up a roster. Our objective is to not disrupt teams by moving players from one team to another whenever possible.

If your child is not on the list of registered players and you believe there has been an error made, they may still participate in tryouts; however, you must contact us at mysregistrar@gmail.com within 24 hours after this tryout, so that we may try to resolve the situation. 

In an effort to respond to questions/comments in a timely manner and organized fashion MYS is requiring ALL TRAVEL TEAM QUESTIONS are addressed to MYSTRAVEL@gmail.com ONLY.  Our travel committee will respond to emails on a first in, first out basis and with a TARGET of a 3 business day turn around. 

Each year at this time, we begin the process of getting ready for the following year’s (fall and spring) soccer programs. MYS generally receives a good number of questions regarding the evaluations and team selection process for the Travel program. In an attempt to share information direct we have posted detailed Q&A the web page.   Go to http://www.mansfieldyouthsoccer.com    Registration page or use the SEARCH bar.

About Evaluation Session:
The focus of evaluations will be on examining the tactical and technical abilities of players in a game setting. Evaluation sessions run as a rotation of “just playing soccer” on small sided fields as well as larger 6v6/8v8 fields. The evaluators observe each team 2 times on the larger fields and 1 time on the small sided fields with rotations occurring every 12-15 minutes. This produces a significant amount of data points and various views of the player. The process incorporates position changing, opponent changes and rest periods. The evaluators are instructed to look for basic team skills (passing, communication, etc) as well as individual skills. As previously mentioned evaluations are on small sided fields which gives the players plenty of opportunity to demonstrate their foot skills, ball control, off the ball movement and ball possession. Players are also rotated to 6v6 or 8v8 fields so skills such as shooting, defensive technique, aggressive play, player understanding of positions and work rate can be assessed.

Besides the player evaluation sessions MYS collects 2 other sources of evaluation data, game eval and coach eval of players. These sources serve as input to player’s placement as well as check and balance to each other. Collecting 3 sources of data observed on 3 separate occasions enables MYS to assess players under fair and equal conditions. 

