MANSFIELD TRAVEL TEAM COACHES

Important Responsibilities


1. You are solely and actively responsible for the success and welfare of your season. Aside from coaching, your ability to organize and administrate the details are likely most important, and can make or break your team!


2. BAYS WEBSITE…   www.bays.org        
· Master schedule
· Opposing coaches names, phone numbers, and e-mail addresses
· Lists of all teams, all towns
· All the rules

3. Prior to first game:  Confirm field time of your Mansfield home games.  .  Check the BAYS website!  If different from BAYS Master schedule and/or not specifically noted on the site, call opposing coaches and inform about Mansfield schedule.

ONE WEEK PRIOR TO EVERY AWAY GAME, CALL OR EMAIL THE OTHER COACH AND CONFIRM TIME AND EXACT FIELD LOCATION.

Our website has a map with directions to our fields.  The easiest thing to do is email our link to the opposing coach and he/she can forward this to their team.  MAKE COACHES AWARE OF OUR NO DOGS, NO FOOD, CHAIRS, SPORTS DRINKS ON THE TURF 

4. Suggestion:  Make your own schedule and roster for your team/parents

5. Ensure that your rosters are accurate – jersey numbers etc.  Many of you picked up jerseys last night, there is a listing that provides the jersey number, use it to update your roster. 

 
6. Rescheduling Games - Desmond Doyle in conjunction with MYS field director (WE NEED A VOLUNTEER) is responsible for calling home rainouts.  You owe visiting/traveling coach proper notice prior to travel time.  Watch out if you have early game times, especially for towns like Acton-Boxboro, Winchester, etc.!!

· Away game rainouts are determined by the away coach.  They give you 3 dates, you must accept one (obviously, therefore, you own the 3 dates if you are the home team).  If there is a subject that can cause contention between teams/towns…it can be this one…was it convenient enough?  Enough notice? Etc. 

· Make-ups for other reasons…, a make-up of a make-up, a brownie troop camping trip, school vacation week, etc.  No obligations, can force forfeits, etc…use your best judgment.  We want to have all the games played, as well as MYS is fined by BAYS for forfeits.

· Make-ups must be made within 2 weeks.  

· Check with Columbus Day opponents early.  This is a popular tournament weekend.  Games must be pre-played.   If this is a home game for you, you must pre-play since Plymouth Street fields will be closed to our own Columbus Day Tournament. Game can be played ANY date prior to the scheduled date.  

7. If you schedule a home make-up or alternative time from the original schedule, e mail MYStravel@gmail.com for field. SUBJECT should contain: Game Makeup or Game Reschedule with your team name, age group and gender. Desmond will coordinate with ref assignor to make sure you have a ref.  DO NOT EMAIL ref assignor directly.  In fairness to all teams try to schedule any home make-ups on your practice night.

SUGGESTION:  If arrangements for a rescheduled game are made in advance, you should check close to game day to confirm/remind all parties!

8. For away games, have a plan:  arrange a meeting place if needed to carpool, departure time, rides for kids, car pool vs. on you own, allow time to get lost etc.
· Consider getting cell phone numbers from all parents and keep with you at all times.
· Have parents indicate if they will meet you at the away field; know who you’re waiting for if you are carpooling

9. IMPORTANT:  GAME DAY:  REQUIRED…2 COPIES OF ROSTER AND VALID COACHES CARD.   If you don’t have these: NO PLAY, NO EXCEPTIONS, NO KIDDING. (be prepared!)

You will need to mail your bays roster prior to the start of the season to your section director.  This needs to happen before the season starts

Suggestions:  	Give your assistant coach copies of the roster
Put copies in your other car and the medicine kit, too!

10. Pick a team parent if you want, they can help with organizing tournament, away games. Etc…..

11. Game Day:  have medical kit and ice packs.  When you set up, both teams on one side, parents on the other (BAYS rule).

After game: email scores to your BAYS section Captain .   SUBJECT should contain: Game Score with your team name, age group and gender. Scores that are not reported to BAYS result in a $ 25 fine to Mansfield Youth Soccer.  Please do not have us chase you, thank you.  These scores are used to track and maintain team parity (which may result in teams being relocated to another section if needed)  .

If a littler “c” appears beside your name on the BAYS site, you are the section captain. This simply means you collect scores from your section and enter them into the BAYS website. Your division director will forward you directions on this.   You also might get involved in any section issues (reschedules, disputes, team realignments, etc.)


12. Tournaments.  

Mass. Youth Soccer website (www.mayouthsoccer.org) 
The Bay Stater magazine has full list of tournaments. There are tournaments all during the year in all kinds of locations, 6 v. 6, 8v8, 11 v. 11, micro-soccer, heavy competition to club teams excluded, you name it.  The Mansfield Columbus Day and Foxboro Memorial Day are great local tournament options.

· Survey parents early;  (tournaments fill quickly and you can be shut out 
· Mansfield Soccer rule: no “cherry picking” rosters.

13. IMPORTANT : General Guidelines

· Playing time…minimum is 50%, 
· Rotate positions we are a developmental league….trying to create overall soccer players, not positional players. 
· Communicate this policy with parents – set up a pre-game meeting to discuss this.

14. BAYS Zero Tolerance Policy!! (BYLAW 12)
** Before/During/After a game no one addresses the ref during a game!!**
** If MYS receives an official ZT violation report there is an automatic 1 game suspension for the MYS coach. There are no exceptions to this policy.
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15. End of Season:
· Equipment bags must be turned in, drop at the shed on the last game day or during specified drop dates/times.
· Bags must have the same equipment as it started with. 
· U9 and U10 teams will be given participation medals. Travel Director will notify you of when you can pick them up.
· U12- U19 section winners are awarded tees shirts from BAYS.

16. If you are named a Section Caption go to this link for instructions. http://bays.org/node/65

17. Suggestions, problems, questions,   EMAIL:

Travel Committee		MYSTravel@gmail.com 
