Coaches,

At the MYSL Coaches meeting, the league introduced a "MYSL Town Pass" program that is being tried out for the Fall season.  Melrose Youth Soccer would like to support this trial with some controls in place so we can keep track of its use and be in a position to report back to the league on its success and challenges.

In essence, the "Town Pass" allows a player to be "called up" to a higher level team for a game, with some restrictions.  
 
The Melrose BOD sees some good applications of this program:

- Some teams have small rosters with players that are engaged in multiple activities.  With proper planning, this will prevent you from playing without subs or shorthanded.
- The number of teams we have generally shrinks from the Fall to the Spring and we often need to move a player or two to a higher team.  In order to determine how a player will perform at the "next level", we can use this program to give us some additional information, beyond the tryout data and coach evaluations, to make the best determination.
- Even if a player isn't moved up in the Spring, it will give the player visibility to the level of play at the next level and help them determine which skills they need to work on developing.

Some of the key points in the program:

- Players can only play "up", not "down".
- A player can only play up for the same team 3x in a season.
- You can only call up a maximum of 4 players in a given game.
- A younger player can play in an older division, but only if they are playing in their 2nd year in their current age bracket.  (For example, a 2nd year U12 player can play in a u14 game, but a 1st year U12 player can not.

For Melrose, in addition to the 'rules' that are laid out in the document, the following additional logistics will be in place:

1 - If you want to "call up" a player, please contact the coach of the team at one or two levels below yours to see which player(s) they think would be most appropriate.  Once you have a name or two, please contact me to let me know that you plan to call up the players for the upcoming games.  Please do this no later than the Wednesday before the game.  

2 - If you 'call up' any players, I'll want to get feedback on their performance in the game the week after the game, no later than Wednesday.

3 - In addition to your normal approved roster, you will need to have the approved roster that shows which team(s) the player(s) that is called up is on.  You can get this from the coach of the team you are 'borrowing' the player from.  (You will need 2 copies of each roster, just as you normally do for your own roster.)

Feel free to contact me if you have questions about how you can implement this program on your team.  It's not going to work for every team, but I do think this may give us some flexibility that can be useful for player development. 

Thanks

