On behalf of the entire Melrose Youth Soccer Board of Directors, welcome to the Spring 2011 soccer season.  We hope your child has a fun, learning-filled, soccer experience.  
As an organization that oversees a program of nearly 1000 Melrose Youth, we take seriously our commitment to provide a safe environment for your children.   For many years, we have screened our volunteers through the Criminal Offender Record Information program.  This season, the Board has introduced a new position and new policy to our soccer program.  We are introducing a Child Protection Policy.  This policy is attached, and I hope you take the time to read it, along with a brochure from the Darkness to Light Foundation, which helps organizations educate parents, coaches and other adults in the recognition and prevention of child abuse.  

Our policy was developed with assistance from the Darkness to Light Program, and while not endorsed by Massachusetts Youth Soccer, it has been reviewed and found to be within their guidelines. These two documents are mandatory reading for every volunteer (Board members, coaches, assistant coaches) in the MYS organization.  This document outlines a number of different policies to which we are requiring our volunteers adhere.  It’s important that you know what these policies are so that you don’t put your coach, or assistant coach in a situation that causes him or her to violate the Child Protection Policy.  Please read the entire document, but listed here are some of the more common things that we are asking of our parents and guardians:
DO NOT drop off your child at practice without making visual contact with your child’s coach.
DO NOT leave your child alone with a coach (ensure there is another parent or player present).

DO NOT be late picking up your child, to ensure a coach will not be left alone with a youth player.

DO NOT let your child text, email, skype, facebook, or in any way contact his or her coach unless you are on carbon copy.

DO feel free to drop in at any practice or any game at any time.

DO ensure that you notify your coach, in writing, if your U10 or younger child is to leave his or her care without getting picked up by a known adult (carpooling with parents from the same team is acceptable); this includes written permission if your child is allowed to leave practice alone.
Melrose Youth Soccer is proud to be a leader in the community in designing this policy to protect our children on and off the field.  My role as the MYS Child Protection Officer is to ensure that this policy is adhered to by Board members, Coaches, Volunteers, and Parents, and to investigate any alleged infractions.    Please free to call upon me at any time – my contact information is below.

Kind Regards,

Sean O’Brien

Child Protection Officer 

Melrose Youth Soccer

781-665-2389

myschild@verizon.net
