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Melrose Youth Soccer Travel League
What is travel soccer?
Travel soccer is a competitive soccer league within the Middlesex Youth Soccer League (MYSL).  Players are assigned to teams based on age, gender, and skillsets.  Teams are then placed in to a Division where they will compete with teams of comparable skill level from other MYSL towns.  

How long is the Travel Season? 

Travel season is approximately 8-9 weeks; Melrose travel teams play approximately half their games in Melrose (HOME) and “travel” to neighboring towns to play the other half (Away). 
How do we sort the players by skill?

Melrose Youth Soccer employs the expertise of Mass Youth Soccer (MAYS) Professional coaches to ensure players are evaluated without bias.  The MAYS coaches organize a “player placement session” to evaluate the players and document their observations.  
What happens at the “Player Placement Sessions”?

When players check in they are assigned a bib number and a photo ID is taken for the player’s ID card (used in the spring season).  

After check-in is complete, they are assigned to groups with MAYS coaches where they will participate in modified practice sessions which will include warm-up drills and small sided games.  During each session the coaches evaluate each player recording notes and scores against the player’s bib number.  Each player is rated by at least two different coaches on technical, tactical, offensive and defensive skills.  Their mental toughness and understanding of the game is also noted.  Players should participate in the sessions with the same intensity as if they were playing in a game.
When/where are these “Player Placement Sessions”? 

U12 Boys – check-in 5:00; session 5:30 – 7:00 – Tues May 26 and Thurs May 28 – West Side Knoll
U14 Boys – check-in 6:45; session 7:15 - 8:45 – Tues May 26 and Thurs May 28 – West Side Knoll
U10 Girls – check-in 4:30; session 5:00 – 6:00 – Mon June 1 and Wed June 3 – Franklin Field
U10 Boys – check-in 5:45; session 6:15 – 7:15 – Mon June 1 and Wed June 3 – Franklin Field
U12 Girls – check-in 5:00; session 5:30 – 7:00 – Tues June 2 and Thurs June 4 – West Side Knoll
U14 Girls – check-in 6:45 ; session 7:15 – 8:45 – Tues June 2 and Thurs June 4 – West Side Knoll
What happens next?
A few weeks after the last session, Mass Youth Soccer shares the statistics, comments and team recommendations with the Melrose Travel Coordinator.  All data provided is against bib numbers.  The Melrose Travel Coordinator uses the data combined with input from the player’s present coach to organize players into teams.  Every player registering on time and who attends placement sessions will be placed on a team that matches their technical skills for the fall 2009 season.  

