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We hope this communication finds you, your family and friends healthy and
safe. We would like to start by acknowledging the medical heroes who are on the
front line of COVID-19, many of whom are from our extended soccer family. To the
soccer parents and fans who work in the medical profession, we speak with one
voice in solemn thanks and respect for your efforts against this ominous virus.  

Based on information received during the past week from numerous sources
including medical professionals, effective immediately, Massachusetts Youth Soccer
Association is extending the suspension of all affiliated and sanctioned soccer
activities statewide through and including Sunday, April 26, 2020. For our member
organizations (towns, clubs and leagues), this suspension continues to include, but
is not limited to: all games (of all types), practices, clinics, training, tournaments, in-
person meetings and Coaching Education Courses.

Assuming that circumstances do not warrant or require a further extension,
commencing Monday, April 27, the suspension will be lifted on all soccer activities
as noted above, except for league games (intown, travel and club) and
tournaments,which may commence starting on Saturday, May 2, 2020.  

All Massachusetts Youth Soccer affiliated League Presidents, with their concern
being the ultimate health and well-being of our entire soccer community, are in
unanimous agreement with this decision.

Our primary focus has been, and remains the safety and welfare of our players,
coaches and referees. As importantly, we are concerned for the safety and well-
being of our communities and seek to comply with medical directives on how best to
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stem the spread of the virus. This is not just a soccer decision, but a public health
decision.

We continue to closely monitor the situation via the federal, state and local health
agencies. We remain in contact with US Soccer, US Youth Soccer and other State
Associations, who have made significant cancellations and postponements, as well
as the other major sport organizations and events throughout the country.
Membership can expect regular updates as this situation continues to evolve.

As noted in our prior suspension communication, we don’t take these types of
decisions lightly. But, in the interest of preserving the health and safety of the entire
soccer community, in addition to all others statewide, we cannot emphasize enough
that Mass Youth Soccer's primary commitment is the health and safety of all
members, players, coaches, referees, parents, spectators and volunteers.

A further update from Mass Youth Soccer will be provided on/about April 1st.

Here are a number of different resources and communications from the WHO, CDC
and other public health organizations regarding this novel coronavirus:

CDC - Coronavirus Overview
CDC - Frequently Asked Questions
CDC - Community Mitigation Strategy
WHO - Advice for Coronavirus
U.S. Department of State - Country Specific Travel Information
USOPC - Coronavirus Update

Proper Health Habits
In the meantime, we can better protect ourselves by reinforcing health safety and
best practices for illness prevention - to that end, please read and follow the steps
listed below:

Practice “Social Distancing” staying at least 6 feet from others when out in
public.
Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth prior to proper washing or
disinfecting.
Stay home when you are sick.
Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular
household cleaning spray or wipe.
Follow the CDC's recommendations for using a face mask.
CDC does not recommend that people who are well wear a facemask to
protect themselves from respiratory diseases, including Coronavirus.
CDC recommended face masks should be used by people who show
symptoms to help prevent the spread of the disease.
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds,
especially after going to the bathroom; before eating; and after blowing your
nose, coughing, or sneezing.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jwf56VBmJr748LC4vwrbWQ4KPNzOSWPe63S00YSS23pbHJlp2QPgY_Wcuqm_lXX68XphTXmnUYwoY2-KqlJXYA1rHtMjPznvy7yZvtec7cbnsga5jIX3agNzm04HHNZvo7IVBEfKX74iIglBUp7kYNYuwOQ_J3kF4tmXJTXE-XhwhgsR5gpndWGNhLvsLSpp&c=00Yas5O9-PmomKo9lRKMlp5bmun4DrUl4RnWC74T1gIh8y-TQlIbKg==&ch=tRbBdKVrPgSULKycuBZlfr1nAnjQeru_LKY7g-YP3yBLbUfdGqDZ2A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jwf56VBmJr748LC4vwrbWQ4KPNzOSWPe63S00YSS23pbHJlp2QPgY_Wcuqm_lXX6XVL5zPTW5744pxpCLvTBt9t_U2N0HZSlkjq0xNYFuePQtLpTDtC7g7TmiGeH0NwAJfyuNlJZAufEh6qPoqY0Ood057ck3Orlb-kx-OslnlV2eWsnq9ESxrH5C6BCn6VQYFkxRiixByE=&c=00Yas5O9-PmomKo9lRKMlp5bmun4DrUl4RnWC74T1gIh8y-TQlIbKg==&ch=tRbBdKVrPgSULKycuBZlfr1nAnjQeru_LKY7g-YP3yBLbUfdGqDZ2A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jwf56VBmJr748LC4vwrbWQ4KPNzOSWPe63S00YSS23pbHJlp2QPgY_Wcuqm_lXX6f5hbgFg4ECjvfzLe-YnXo3KMJkB6dUEpt7_lP8g8IXNliFxeNbN0t3Gb12S9iGyvdXMUIlppR8goWHD_H7osTQSHYrCL0TUcqkV6QbkRG7ag5a-6DOAwjeWAgGwA5ntq-50dfANyu0jq3VDl8rTINTIflL3SJ5tE1e645qGK6QQ=&c=00Yas5O9-PmomKo9lRKMlp5bmun4DrUl4RnWC74T1gIh8y-TQlIbKg==&ch=tRbBdKVrPgSULKycuBZlfr1nAnjQeru_LKY7g-YP3yBLbUfdGqDZ2A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jwf56VBmJr748LC4vwrbWQ4KPNzOSWPe63S00YSS23pbHJlp2QPgY_Wcuqm_lXX6_yE4vBtecjgiGr5KhBgLefHhraFwMr_FMqwmycP6z7LcJnjfI_3rcPEAtzw_X888czOdHrQbghnUIl3Kjv9M7dO-7Y8k9RWXZ2YduD-Nw6EPU-t3G1VYp3GoSz8VMIxC&c=00Yas5O9-PmomKo9lRKMlp5bmun4DrUl4RnWC74T1gIh8y-TQlIbKg==&ch=tRbBdKVrPgSULKycuBZlfr1nAnjQeru_LKY7g-YP3yBLbUfdGqDZ2A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jwf56VBmJr748LC4vwrbWQ4KPNzOSWPe63S00YSS23pbHJlp2QPgY6_V8Snvy0bitPKg-haFRopNdgUVM6W-M4q_mCQYj-hTPDR4S4d77pP56fu2Zw4OZ6ZRrokJFuQ2nMSA9HXlQB2VeFauUSsZsUQs_RJ--yyN3kGZV0KBeOgwObu5wUprv9gY9wfEJjNJUpl5Nc5JRP12SKJI9sPuWHeShLHVokz6txgFInqj-A9R2xY8LRlKvalkVYvnfzyYiMkdrNbPUDnoNYRO8sGuV0gcvfWmcBRTrkORPQNIv5c=&c=00Yas5O9-PmomKo9lRKMlp5bmun4DrUl4RnWC74T1gIh8y-TQlIbKg==&ch=tRbBdKVrPgSULKycuBZlfr1nAnjQeru_LKY7g-YP3yBLbUfdGqDZ2A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jwf56VBmJr748LC4vwrbWQ4KPNzOSWPe63S00YSS23pbHJlp2QPgY_Wcuqm_lXX6heHy9ECYGDQe5J5Aql6lZiRiDa44V544zRY2d1Zfmn77IWFqr_x58kpzn4KUSIdCyRAiw_arh0p15SPtjUOtnQG20jcHK4NnAdR9yZa_OPgCC_--UCs711YozAxBe9CvSZSyvhAu54AJ2NyQAiW_zJEBjpJP6HGc7y5_SQRYgpF5QHWO9XcL5qorV2-9Yqt0Y4SazNk9uHw9waQGCvkfzQ==&c=00Yas5O9-PmomKo9lRKMlp5bmun4DrUl4RnWC74T1gIh8y-TQlIbKg==&ch=tRbBdKVrPgSULKycuBZlfr1nAnjQeru_LKY7g-YP3yBLbUfdGqDZ2A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jwf56VBmJr748LC4vwrbWQ4KPNzOSWPe63S00YSS23pbHJlp2QPgY_Wcuqm_lXX6gJIrBIODeWaWgcbx0sjdyvU5cZAF8Kd0b9ARF9uJf2gFbso3Qg_xryt7UNGe25KWa58yx6mQXWJDdpl4kcmhOw93Kaw1GIgF72sFIpOPcvc=&c=00Yas5O9-PmomKo9lRKMlp5bmun4DrUl4RnWC74T1gIh8y-TQlIbKg==&ch=tRbBdKVrPgSULKycuBZlfr1nAnjQeru_LKY7g-YP3yBLbUfdGqDZ2A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jwf56VBmJr748LC4vwrbWQ4KPNzOSWPe63S00YSS23pbHJlp2QPgY6_V8Snvy0biWJqYD5FxdUPB94XBaFvsuUIBBMohYpUCjSxJIPECyucOau_SBCvCov0nAKGsYeNUf0ybt3tx1cfUtsyILUwpQv6WfOItGmW7WsPpbm4OtdU210YsdQv_XTUfzTu7ngYRMo3lJzihp2GAx7Ah7p9LnL7eko_EYV6eiruoO8b_cJzC6i5L-m5QInVlbZMm5QyNckwaU2436-khRi9ybt4x2McFxzvVwkDjNlPkSVzEInM=&c=00Yas5O9-PmomKo9lRKMlp5bmun4DrUl4RnWC74T1gIh8y-TQlIbKg==&ch=tRbBdKVrPgSULKycuBZlfr1nAnjQeru_LKY7g-YP3yBLbUfdGqDZ2A==
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If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based hand
sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol. Always wash hands with soap and water if
hands are visibly dirty.
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