Coaches Information Meeting 2013Sutton Youth Soccer

We at Sutton Youth Soccer would like to thank you for volunteering to coach this season. Being a positive part of not only your child’s life but other children’s lives is a valuable and rewarding experience. These are the years they will remember and we are sure that you will as well.
This guide is created with the intent of helping a first time coach navigate their way through their first season or as a reminder to returning coaches on our process. We appreciate you volunteering for such an important position in our organization.  Your influence on the children and parents enrolled in Sutton Youth Soccer are what make this organization what it is.  To that end, we are here to provide you with the information and guidance you need to ensure a consistent, well informed, fun experience for all coaches, parents and children.  You represent Sutton Youth Soccer in the field.  As such representatives, it is imperative for all of you to be on the same “team”.  It is our expectation that all coaches attend two coaches meetings as well as two board meetings per season.  This is for your benefit as well as your players’ and parents’.  It is our intention to develop, inform and recognize you for all you do.
Getting Started
1. Sign up! During your child’s online registration simply click the volunteer box for coach. If you are selected, you will be contacted by the program coordinator.
2. Submit your CORI On-Line.  
3. Submit a copy of your license by e-mail or fax to the Sutton Youth Soccer Registrar.
Your Program Coordinators are:
U6 Coordinator		Brian Jankins	bcj33@hotmail.com 
U8 Coordinator		Shawn Rogan	rogans72@hotmail.com 
U10 Programs Director	Rob Farley	rf372@yahoo.com
Coaching communication will begin with a phone call from the coordinator for your age group.  An email Notice of Required Coach Meeting will be sent roughly two weeks before the season starts. Your practice time, equipment requests and coaches information package will be handled at this meeting. 
· Most practice fields, especially any that are game fields with lines and goals, should be expected to be shared with one other team for practice. So each team will get one side.
· Practice equipment will be provided to you and available at your required coach meeting.  
· Coach information packages include: your team roster, practice information as well as your game schedule.  You may find your schedule online in the Arbiter system at: www.arbitersports.com. An email will be sent to you with Login information.
· If you cannot make the meeting you may have your assistant coach come for you or you can pick it up from your coordinator. Parents are waiting to hear from you as they are not aware of your practice information. It is requested you contact your players, either by phone or email, within 3 days of the Required Coach Meeting.
Coach Licensing Requirements/Recommendations
In an effort to provide Sutton Youth Soccer players with a more comprehensive soccer experience, the Board has required that all coaches meet the following license level requirements;
· U6/8 - G license-online (Required)
· U10/12-- F license (Strongly encouraged – will be required beginning Fall 2014)
· U14+- E license (Recommended)
There is a one season exemption for all 1st time U6-U8 level coaches only. Licensing Course Information is located on the MAYS website (www.mayouthsoccer.org/coaching). This provides descriptions of each course level. Courses being sponsored by Sutton Youth Soccer will be posted on our website.  The league plans to sponsor at least 2 courses annually. Questions related to courses being sponsored by Sutton Youth Soccer should be directed to our Training Director. Coaches are reimbursed for license courses and should submit request to take a course in email to Training Director. The Training Director will then approve the request. Please send registration confirmation including cost for the course and when complete confirmation of successful completion to Training Director for full reimbursement. 
CORI Forms
All coaches and volunteers need to submit a CORI form through Sutton Youth Soccer. These CORI forms are necessary for Sutton Youth Soccer even if already done for a school, employer, or other volunteer position.  You must submit the form before you can help within the league.
First Practice
First, plan a few extra minutes to speak with your team’s parents. You can introduce yourself and your visions/goals for this season. This is also the time to ask for an Assistant Coach (if you don’t have one already) as well as a Team Parent (See attached team parent letter). Your Assistant will be responsible to help at practice, keep track of time and substitutions during games, as well as fill in for you if you are unable to make a set practice or game. The responsibilities of the Team Parent are to help administrate the needs of your team. They can get a phone tree established for late cancellations of practice or games, help with the ever important snack schedule, etc. 
Sutton Youth Soccer Website – and Sports Manager System
Make it a point to become familiar with our website. Our website has important and helpful information such as field closures, coaches training and player information.  www.suttonyouthsoccer.org 
In addition to our website, the Sports Manager system is a tool for you to view your roster and even send email to your team without having to create a distribution list of your own.  Login to Sports Manager at: http://www.sportsmanager.us/suttonyouthsoccer.htm Click the LOGIN Tab at the top. Select the Coach/Director Login Tab. Enter your email address for the user name and your password. If you did not have a password already, the number 1 has been assigned as a temporary password. Please change it once you login for the first time.  From here, you will be able to email your entire team (or specific players) as well as print out a team information report (phone, address, email information).
Head Coach
Head Coaches in our program will receive a credit once the season is over for ½ of their child’s registration fees that they are coaching. Only one child’s registration fee per team will be credited. Credits can be used for future season’s fees provided your team has not incurred any league fines.
As head coach you are responsible for season end evaluations for your players.  There is a coaches meeting held after the season ends to develop teams for the following season.  U8 players (2nd graders) moving up in the fall MUST be represented at this meeting.  If the Head Coach is unable to attend, the assistant coach may attend instead provided a written evaluation of players has been completed by the head coach.
Reschedule/Cancellation Policy
U4/U6/U8: It is the policy of Sutton Youth Soccer to play even if it is raining a little and as long as the temperature is not below 40°.  Field closure will supersede this.  Field closure will be posted on the Sutton Youth Soccer website no later than 7:30am on Saturdays.  
It is challenging at best to reschedule games due to limited field availability as well as the busy schedules that families have today.  We strongly encourage all games to be held at their scheduled time.
U10+: Games are scheduled and managed by the travel league we are a member of, MAYS.  Therefore, policies regarding reschedules and cancellation of games is mandated by MAYS, not Sutton Youth Soccer. The process is to be adhered to as there are fines involved when we do not.
GAMES ARE ONLY CANCELLED WHEN THE FIELDS ARE CLOSED.  Field closure will be posted on the Sutton Youth Soccer website no later than 7:00am on Saturdays.
Games will be cancelled and it is the home coach responsibility to reschedule with the other coach within two weeks, with the game being played within 4 weeks of the originally scheduled game.  It is also the coach responsibility to show up at the field to ensure there are no referees or players left at the field.
· If the opposing coach contacts you to reschedule a game, you may supply reschedule dates – however, no game is officially rescheduled unless it is posted in Arbiter.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Reschedule requests must be submitted to the MAYS President by the Club/Town Rep. Reschedule requests for games during the first 2 weeks of the season must be received by the MAYS President one week prior to the game date. All other reschedule requests for games beyond week 3 must be received no later than 7 days after the first date of games for the age group of the teams impacted by the request. Only one request per team will be allowed. The acceptable reasons for requesting a reschedule is for school event, or religious event which prevents a team from fielding the minimum number of required players.  It is the responsibility of the home team to notify both the visiting team coach and the referee assignor of the postponement at least two hours before the scheduled game time.
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