Midland Area Youth Soccer league (MAYS) sponsored the Gaffney Cup, a fun day of soccer, June 12th, 13th, and 19th.  In the MAYS league the upper division teams have a shot at playoffs and tournaments.  The recreational division typically plays their share of games and then their season ends.  This year, however, that changed.    U12 and U14 teams in Division 3 were invited to participate in a round robin format day of soccer.  Each team played two games, received lunch and at the end, all participants were given a participation medal to remember the event.  By the looks on the faces of the athletes, the weekends were enjoyed by all.

The Gaffney Cup is named in memory of Marty Gaffney, a former board member for Midland Area Youth Soccer league for a number of years.  His motto was ‘What is best for the kids’.  He not only said it, but he lived it.  Marty was about sportsmanship at all times and thought about the kids first.   Any decisions that the board needed to consider met Marty’s criteria first.  MAYS wanted to create an atmosphere of kids first for this weekend.

The Gaffney Cup had a multi-faceted purpose.  Not only did it provide an opportunity for the MAYS recreational division to experience post-season play, it also benefitted our rookie referees.  Many times the newer referees need a bit of mentoring from older, more skilled referees.  MAYS, under the leadership of Clifford Cloutier, brought these newer referees to officiate the games.  Clifford believes that the higher grade level and more seasoned referees could mentor them offering guidance to improve their officiating skills – an idea that proved to be successful.  The day started with a mini clinic and each referee left with a written tutorial.  The goal is to provide our league with quality referees to ensure fair play at our matches.  Again, this is done with the kids in mind – a Marty Gaffney requisite and at no cost to the kids.
Andy Page, past president of MAYS, came up with the idea of a day of soccer in Marty’s memory 4 years ago.  There were 46 teams that came together to play from the Central Mass area.  The Oxford Recreation Committee was kind enough to offer the Ruel Field, home of Oxford Youth Soccer, to provide us the field of dreams needed for this event.  The Oxford Youth Soccer board, lead by Joel Masley, got the fields ready to play and were there to help out as needed.  The MAYS league extends their thanks.

The 3 weekend “days of soccer” event exemplified the philosophy of Marty Gaffney.  We should all sit back and let the kids enjoy the game.
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